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IN 1982, BETTY AND ALFREDO LMAMSEY left Mexico
City for California to provide their four chililren

with a better way of hilte. Beng cluldren ol I grants
themselves [from Polish and Russian parents wha
ermigrated to Mexico in the 1920s), they knew the
importance of establishing a solid foundation for their
family, The Umanskys’ life in Beverly Hills began in an
apartment and segwed into an English Tedor house,
Though not their dream home, the location was best
for their children, scholastically and otherwise.

Filteen vears later, omce the nest was empry, M.
and Mra. Umansky decided 1o create the house they
had ._\I'.-.'..:.'-. wanbed in the !I:'ilﬂll"l.!-r':h.'\u'\-l‘l thiey haad
grown to love, It would be a comfortable place where
they could continue their tradition of weekly family
dinmers, but it would also be clegant and spacious
Felalatl! _gh b accommndake thi art collectson they had
spent years building. There was no need to cven Jook
bevond their own brood 1o find the perfoct intermedian
fior said creation as their second oldest son was, by noa,
an accomplished architect,

Leomarda Umanaky, an alumaus of Southern
California Institute of Architecture who furthered his
studies in [tp.:u. I‘:-q:.nu his careesr h;lrLint_ for a ¢on-
traston Upon gaining a better understanding of the
mechanics of construction, he then became involved
in petail design. In 1997, Umansky, with then partner,
Ramiiro Diaz-Granados, established his own firm,
Arxis, A contraction of the words architecture and

axis, Arxis refers 1o the resulting creative product.

RIGHT: Shalkne amd deop ends are defined by a diving walk Ssoaring
ke prandchildren’s safery is a metorized nylom cover that can either
extend scross the ontire surface of the pood of ror? s frem
venturing beyord ike wading area
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LBCWE: From the Bormal living room ane can see through the ontey Biiwards 1 diming room where the elemers begin 1o play with

A Craig Feemch sculptuse feom Lapuna Beach's Sherwood Gallery dips in from above @i Luna, an istegral part ol the

1aky's per

wne anctho

Lim anent gallogtiom, resiles om thy south wall,
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RANSKY'S ARENTS MAINTAINED tlsan they
winnted a Mediterranean stvle home bast all of
the IRAFLE I!h-.':.' prrcsenled o the architect
seeanad 1o be more modern and comemporary,
Working closely together over an cight-monih
perioad, a traditenal floor plan was combined
with moadern materals and desiam, Savs the
voumnger Limamsky, “For this project, a stritegy
wis ealalslished] bosd W fuisi 1 iwe pul,.-
acsiletic masbcls. A collage was construcied
using & Alondrian compusitisn, which provided
the rational and Cartesian, and a free-form
sentlpunre w Muexican artist Leonardas Mierman,
which provided the non- Euclidian and the
whimsical. An existing rubiber tree an the back
anl e B bed 1o 0 lavvosut of @oes, Similarl a
series of four outdosar broasee seulpiures were
placed strategically in the vards creating a dialog
willi '\-;'-r..u| nr pn'-_::r.lltlu.l.ll'i.; wemis I|'|n||.|3||..'||_.|_"
Less thama vear and a half after breaking ground,

the dymamic strsciune was complae,

Imspared by tradition.al ].I:"k.'ll'll.."-l.' acsthetics amad
materials, Umanske's respuct fior mature is ingor-
porated into every aspect of the progenty as pri-
meary makerials of redwasod, linestone, oak, and
Hammguet Camvom stone are acoentuated I'q. Isaih
direct and indirect light. The Ginuly area’s floor
ter cilimg retractable glass walls cin disappear

imtis poschets ultimately creating o seambess tran-

ailigsin feasinn amlerior Boe exlerion, | ir-lu.!_'_ sow far as
o sandblast the reflective Bilm off of a master
lath vwirror to wlbow naiaral |i:._|'r_ jinla & I_||'I_"¢.-|'|'|:_F| !
ared it would otherwise be dark, Unionsky
meacle sure thar, aside from e wine cellar, there
wktled not be a single room, regardless of how
utilitarian, rejuirig th rlip of @ switch duri i

daylighi hoairs,

AIND; The muin staircass smssathdy reveals inself amidan soulpiod walls amd wimsd socenes, Strategically placnd sulpture create a
iynamic interacibon with thelr o
BELUAY: A dilbereml view ol Ehe dinimg rossm shiwvcases Umanskve” extensive art colleotios.

wiieiil.  The dataifcd commcectiom al wall, solumn, amgd beam leaid the ove te the omiuds,
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FRAEATIXG THE HOME is a sense of
hoth permanence and warmith, as if the spirit of
1l Deovwise were as ohd as the groands en which i
wias buile. Be it the countless framed photographs
commemarating hoth monwmental and ing
dental life events, the artwork scoumulated from
all over the world, or even the antique Mesican
|'|'||||_|-.,'| i ol e sy il_ o} :"H_I'i'.l_'ll A% il 'H.I'Ill!llllf 1:L|.|
visars back, everything represents the past, present
and Future. In essemce, it's all about the people
Leanarde, his wife Fden, and their son (a break
brcad with every Tuesday night. Is about fumily
Wwhen asked what they bve most alsoau this
haouse, the designer’s parents unammansly
replicd “Fvervihing!™ But, entre nous, perhaps

1|1|.'} lowee the architect most of all, O

UPPER LEFT: As if ima Mediterranean villa, the olfice
winilow boavis a view rosembBling nareew slecgls cuivang
willizn af oldesf cosvhdos. LOAWER LEFT: Fanciful food
woulpiures parlay (e Umsinakys” warny spirid aml sonse of
whimr as 1he kitchen, larges cnough 1o play hat
iU guesis, masntains 4 wnae of intinucy, BIGIN

Pidakr Thee bar, which separates the Borinsal lvang room from
the Camily pomsrn, b5 Danked by pen cighit-foeol pivaling doors,
Whem ks dosors ame closucl, cach spase is chearly dohinedd,

Whon apn, a Lasge gaibermng space 1« reaied.






tiw conn=lmace |1l.'."-.:-=l|.=h. |l'.||'|l.|'.|.||l.'l.| |l:'.
Open |'|;||.|||-||"|'H.. arcpmad the SUTHTTHTY
pesal and whar would become the tenmis
ORI :|||'|1|I':_l:[|"|_'!'|l I1'I;|.ll:|I.II|||-l:|I' MM ETE

T halance these extensions, the ar-
chiteers built wp the south fagade of the
haouse, remodeling the pediment o give
ir more -|||-|'||:.|'|1l. restoring the graceful
sonth leggia—which the previous own-

||_|-;1 "|'||,|r|l-\.|_|| I||'|-c| |,'\.I|_1I||III:_F II'll:'
double staircase down w the garden.

|"lli_' s 'al'-\.l' I|_|||||'II| || Lk

I. I'll\.' WSl Il

ereaie 4 secomd; 1Ty AxIs feounn Diesvise 1o
||..||| [|1|'\-\. I|_|||_|.|||_. i | 1 ||| I‘:Il i .-l.
purdonr rooms that are linked ny the

“Chur gl woas D III1II:.; gl inerion
up (1]

W Ay ol the exienior,”
wivs Voune. Levr: The =lows;, 1l|.'||l."\-
triam” lvime rose wos sli ||l|u.'|l Lik
“$e heighnened
W oseveral ke [ Lreainng ai fmser
barrel vamle,” The At Deco eluls
chairs, devk amil desk ehuaar are all
by Emle-]agipes Rulslnaann.
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