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All the right moves: The
Iyrical spirit of Betty and
Mhreda imanaky's i
in Beverly Hills scars in
ke corvilimcar wall fhat
leadd to the glass doar
of the masier bedrooam,
apscsiTe: The house's for-
mal dinirg rocm with 13
Pace fable serves up &
Laste of the cowple's art
callgetian: an 1he wall, a
palmling by Merican artisl
Lisis Nishisawa.
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tter the last of Betty and Alfredo Umansky's four childngs
mioeed cuf of the Tudar-shvle house in Baserly Hills where
they had grown wp, the couple decided it was tme (0 build the home
they had alaays wanied. Wiile they had lound their lonmer house great
wond, its rabbit warmen of rooms wasn t exactly the
parlect setup for them now. And @gven that many [udor=-style Nouses

e, wall, dark inside, it wasn t the best shossscase for the art (heny o Deen

collecting for tne past half-=cantury aither

wic space Hooded with

e e N [2ds B ek o
atural st wikh anteresting

or sculpiure and an abundance o

willl SpaceE Tor Thsir e -Chrn

1w callecton of pantings (wihich now

includes a CF

gall and a Lichienstemn). SEll, rather than an oserly sleek
nted a warnm, hvable place that

e (o them=—and o theer children and e gr

« that shrieked "art gallery. they w

5h

W Lp every Monday n

architectural designar they hired for the job undersiood their needs
perfectly. H

Fenll

ransky. their second son an

I WOLINENESE Fore

e oSt gargnts hope 10 geee hewr chaldeen a ferm foundation on

welnch 16 Balel a hite, few protsably ever deeam of looking to one o retun
the favgr in such a literal way. Oplang 1or tee wounger Uimansky was a

particularly daring choice, as he and his partner in design. Ramiro

:'l-'l;'j.,!' ANAN0S, weare Just a year or two o of architeciure schodl and
hadn’t been responsible for a project armewhere close to this one in Size

and ambition. In fact, thair thrivng young company, called Arxis Design

ore or less born of this project. Buf, says Betty Umansky,

and | talked aboud of and deoided that this would be a
1, and for us. Then Lecnando showed
ideas for our hoase. | knew he was good, Dut not s |.'.f'|-\.'|:'|-

weanderiul opporfunety for Leson

e ries

The Iok the elder Umanskys had settled on, underneath a taardown

("just across the alleyway from our old house,” explaans Leonardo)

W challenges
ikys direamed of was S U000
3l and gardans. The E|-:"$'{l"§r‘5-
rardlike layou?t to maximize the amount of Ight.

measurad 100 feel by 200 feet, which presenied 50

piven the fact that the houze the Uimans

A e,

nd thiy wanted to it imag
i

lirst sugseatad & ool

Lul the elder Umanskys nssied on a lormal living room and Qifsng
room at the front of the house, and the kitchen, breakiast, and fami W

s in the back for easy access (o the yard. The bedrooms—a masier
suite, a bedraom for grandchildren and ather guests, Jnd ansiier that

doubles as an office—pdus an art-sborage room—wens ko @9 upstars

If the designérs 16l hmited by ihese parameters, of doesn | shoe 1n

82 APTL HOMESTYLE




A house by and for Tamily
{chockwise from top beft): the
loyers limestome Noar deaws
the eye 1o an ouldoor reflec-
ting pool amd wpsiairs fe the
maater durle and hame allice
Betty Umansky with fhree of
hgr  grandchildrgn: his and
hers master baths both have
showers, (loors, and counter-
Tops made ol slone; Francisda
Castafeds’s sereme bronze
sfulpture gazes at the house,
bisilt &l glads, Hlens, rodwsnd,
and Dowglas Hr.

tha 1 | d&asig T, ait f | H Misr

o | f spa Py o F f B ! it X taiy :
twle | 2, DUt w theny PR Lnay I '
I ral gl e th 5 ey likizd be I s TNe y
Urmnansky, “Ha sai Trust mas | okl ther 1
Mediterrs I savs Betly Limansky, “Hi I L

nents eakad that | j i ) it
became a cankra 1 i taatur ir 1 I

the Tamaly
chamge ir
only penmanen

gads to the powder room, and a six-foot-wid “ T e

mestane path from the fron

thar Back LRSS the halhweary Tl exrsks only arearmean

The designers alao drew plenty of inspi- OFAMaTIC S5pace
ration from the Umanssy art allectior
AraTatal .
putting up a column that mimics a Delosed - 8
Raobart Graham statue in the living room, and s S
o E AN W
creating a rough-hewn Bopguet Cangon stone
niche 1o set off the organic shape of anormyx soace 1Or L

piece by Mexican sculpbor Leonards Nesrmr

The arl the Umarskys enpey st all man- ri ,)
made. "My parents wanted to take advantage of
the climate, to gve the house real indoor-culdoor teeling,

Leonardo Umansky. Enormous rlass doors vanish intd the walls witt

toasch of & Tan

rprood of the &lder Lmansky's dedscalion

thir tamily. The first expanse ¢

by an underwaler barmer, i only a foot or 50 deep. and when
|=:'.|::|'_I ldran arfive. 3 maotonesed cover segls off the desp part. ma

for art. it is the practical touches thal make a show -SIopping oes

IS 3 ouse s good 1o g 1in &5 815 10 100K 3t
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wialer, separated fram the main pool

the water & welcome spol for them to play. While ity 1ioeas are great



ABCs OF CEILINGS
Ak monk ary srchirect
ardl bee of she will agree
Fhat while slane asd
steed are everyday ook
of the trade, notBing
inapires guibe like lighl.
Rnd while wendows

Ied ihe lsght in, Righ
celngs can g il
roam o play. Says
Leomards Limansky,
principdd Ard hiteisial
desigmer and an owmer
ol Areis Design Shuden:
“Ceilings help guide a
person nlo a space.
Lavweir oeilings hedp Lo
mae peophe along., while
higher ceilings invide
them ko stop and look
around. The mare light
there is, the more they
will wanl b passs snid
discover the roem,”
Ceilings can allow

1By Crpabivity ol ar
architect 1o rum wild by
APPEAFINE unEnpect-
edly elivaled in asm
eniryway or low ansd
infimate W oa leg
raaE, Fod gakmple,
these omeswnens
eherne o o willi a 14-
faol ceiling s the
kfchen 1o lake advan-
tape of the nafural

light availabde, st
others might chogis

io go loser in the kifchen
I ek 1B o Tesl
cozeer. Bottom bne? Let
your imagination be your
guicde., bt jursd rormemisee
Think light! —8.B




An artha lite: s the living rocsn
{spposite), a wosden beam
spands imagiaatively inlg Ihe
double-height foyer. Doure:
Custom sliding doors in the
living rocem make it & vidlual
indoor-putdoor space, The
hearih is made of Bouguet
Caryon Lisne: Lh image over
It is by Agam; the standing
seulplure, & bromre work by
Wigigr Salfmangs.
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