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A man’s home may be his castle,
but if Ray. Romano were left to
furnish his; there’d be a beanbag
‘chair wheré the throne should go. -
Luckily; his wife, Anna, took on
the role of d[fc:::nm:}n s0 he :ﬁ{iil]d

play court jester
o
by Lisa Arbetter

plhotographed by Mattbhew Hramelk
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“1 go for cozy. | don't want
to feel like I'm living in
& museum,” says Romano,
summing up his design
mesthatic. Hera, Ray, Anna
and their four children cook

up a ruckus in the kilchen.
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floor halcony of their new Mediterranean-sevle home,
tooking down osver their frant Llawn, “For three months ['ve
had o live in this house withour a founcain,™ Ray whines,
He's just pretending to be aghast thar the circular stone
structure af the center of the vard Bt up and spouting, but
Anna ignores him anyway. She's been superaung the build-
i and decoraning of this o soesguarefoor 5an Fernando
Walley spread for the past two years and wouldn't mind a
ward of appreciation, thank you very much, “Sometimes |
jusE want ham to sy, “Waow, this 15 mace," ™ she w1 “But wath
ham, noahing. And he'll admir it He really has no intense.”™

“1 helped pay tor it,” he reminds her,

“(th, veah,” she deadpans. *1 forgor,™

If this seems like a scene from some glitzier version of
Eeerybody Loaes Rayemond, 18" probably because Feal Ray
amd biis televmsion COAUmMTCrgsIre, Rayw ]'!-.l.lllrll:, shaire 4 ralent for
wite exasperation, as well as other trairs. Afver all, Barone is
based on Romano, 44, a regular guy who boves sporrts, revels
in family life, reflexively cracks wase, and 15 about as inclined
tor flashaness as Liberace was to 1L Bean khakis, Ths 15 a
i wlheo splurged on a butter-yellow “ta Cougar convertible

[the ¢ar his older brother,

Richard, had when Kay was
about 18 but woulde't let him
dravee) but e tod emibarrassed to
take it out on the '|:i!.'.|'|'-'.'.|:|. “I'll
loek like 1'm [ryving ro shiow
off,” he says, %0 is i any won-
der that he's amused by—and
even a little uncomforeable
with—ithe fxcr thar he's nanw liv-
ing in a fonncain-wy :-:rrh:. hne?

Anna, it seems, conld ke or
leave the fountain too. She
admigs thae some of the grander
clements of the seven-bedroom
hosise—uwith its curved staircase
and piano room=—are a livtle,
well, over-the-tap for their
tastes. They have four kidi—
Alexandra, 12; twins Gregory
and Matchew, o and g-year-cld
|og=and socks have been
known to wind up hanging
fram the foyer®s chandelier.
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and produces his own show
{the highese-rated CBS sivcom
since Murphy Brown), and
he's developing his first live-
acrion film, Action Abramao-

eifz. But, savs Anna, *We're

still who we were in Queens,®

Ag their accents attest,
that's where the two Brew up
and lived unel five years ago,
when they moved into a renred
hiowse in L.As Tarzana r'u:'il.'.'|l-
borhood. And ir's where they
met in 19838, when Ray, who
has also roiled 35 & A Srarion
avtendant and futon delivery-
mean, got a job as a teller in the
hank where Anna worked.

Mot surprisingly, he was the

office cutup. “He was so

funny,” Anna recalls, “He

used to write these goofy

poems about everyome.®

Unforeunately, when it came to the actual work, Ray needed
some—how shall we say inf—hand-holding.

*He was so show,™ says Anna, a petiee, youthful 59,

*Yeah. She helped me our,™ he concedes. *1 remember
thie first words 1 said to her were, "How do you sign off from
YO »;_'1|I'|IP|I|-|_'ri" Mo, any time we're in a sicuagsHan where
we can’'t beliove how far we've come, [ say, ‘How do i S1gn
aff?” and we remember how ic all stareed.™

Actually, their romance didn't really start unl a few yvears
laver (v seems Fay was a licthe slow with the asking-out toal,
when, after spending lots of me hanging around in a group,
the twoo finally went our alone on theer frst officeal dane,

“I should have known then, [ should ve known,™ recalls
Anni, r.1|.1|:||||:|:.',,. “He daves me hame, and we're in front of
my mom's house and so we kiss, Well, wsually you look at
each other afrer, but he just stared straigh onr the win-
o, 1'm likee, "Ray?" ™

=1 kissed her, then 1 Thnurlh:., "N cowunt o v 1 1 qurn
around and she's still there, ir's a good sign,™ he says, *1
gave her a chance o run away,”

*It was w0 weird,™ she says. “Even ‘r|14:|.1.1_.' he's bhad with
eve contact.” Bay, not missing a beat, looks ag the Aoor and
says, “That's not true, Anna™

The couple’s George Burns—Gracie Allen repartee seems a
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natural cutgrowth of 15 vears of mar-
riage. And though Anma says thar "afeer
somany years and four kids, things can
ger on vour nerves,” she adds thar H..'q.'
has made all ker drexms comse roee, And
he still eries hard 1oomake her Lugh, =1
ane of my fvorste things to do,” he savs

Serolling around their backyard
with its broad patio—Anna holding
the saucer-eyed Joe on her hip—rthe
vwir chuckle as they recall their old
home in (ueens, That house was in
the same neighborhood where Ray™s
parents, Albert, a retired engineer, and
|.m.'i|.'., i retired Panda I|.':|-..'|!||.'|'. still hive
and where the Romano boyvs—Ray;
Richard, a retired MN.Y.C cops and
Roberr, a third-grade reacher who
also runs rayromano.com=—grew up,
It had a backvard about a quarter of
the size of their new home's pool deck,
and, adds Ray, “1"m not kidding: Ir
wils concrere.”
Compare thar with this new place and its one and a quarter acres,
three fireplaces (*We have never, ever lit a fire before,”™ savs Anna)
and ponl howse, and The lefffersons theme song [ Movin® on Up™)
might spring to mimd, Snll, Anna wanged ot to feel comfy. S0 decora-
s Paclae _|'1.l|:|m-|a-|| aned Ellen Geerer of Bebe _I“]IIL‘VIIH []l.'\:;.'n wonl s
waork refining the blueprints—adding archways and casement win-
dows and opening wp the floor plan co ler in more light=—and choos-
ing soothing, newtral colors to unify the howse, Durable chenille
fabrics cover couches and chairs in reoms where the kids congregare,
and wooden preces were bought lightly disiressed, on the goaod
chance they will meet with a flyng Godzilla doll or Barbie head.

Though Bay never pored over paing chips or fabne swatches, he did
call the shors when it camie o his office. les shelves are dorred with
family pictures, softball rrophies {won by both the Everylody Loves
Faymond veam and his old Queens team), spors memorabilia [inclisd-
ing a haseball signed by members of the 1959 Mets whe appeared on
hus showd, and a beat-up copy of The Lords of Flatbuslz albam, =1 saw
it when | wad a LeeTiager, amd 1 lowed the :|.|.1|.1|1|.1|:u:.'|n:.._ laie 1Y% of the
1o7y Sylvester Stallone movie, =1 found it on Ebay for $4. In face, when
Tmer Sylvester Stallone, 1 rald him 1d just boughr in.”

=1 think he asked you, "Why?™ ™ savs Anma with a knowing chuckle,

*Whar was | going o say?™ Bay regores, *You're Rocky, man!™

If Romano doesn’t picture himself the big star, he does possess at
least ome star-worthy indulgence: his own putting green, To say he
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lowves golf is like saving Janet Jackson has decent abs, Just men
tion the game and he'll pull out a tape of one of his all-ome
highs: the zooz ATET Pebble Beach National Pro-Am,
Watching the screen intensly, he relives a difficult puee thae
would either take him st of the game or ley him p'.'::. the nexe
day. Miraculously, Ray, who has a shightbeabove-average 14
handicap, pulls through, and the crowd goes wild, *That took
ahaut twor weeks toger ourg of Py xf.xl::_-u'._" he ERTES

Well, naot exacthy, 1 had oo hear abour in fereiqer,™ savs Kevin
James, star oof The Kiong of QOeeens and a friend since their Wew
York -'.'llr|'|.'|.‘|:- Cifcuint -J.l.:.'-. “He meeds a lot of validation when it
comes 1o golb and comedy. Don't gee me wrong, he's a grea
oy, He just annaws me rremendously,™

But semonsly, tolks. Though plaving in rhar rournament—as
well as loastang Scbeereloy Might Live and performing ar the Whine
House—was a fvorite perk of his celebrity, Koy knows his sug
cess has its downside. Mastly e and Aroa worry abowt how his
fame affects the kids and cheir ability oo appreciare things. “Ia
the long run you pust show them,™ savs Bav, = YVou reach them the
values you have and show them you love them, and hopefully
it doesnt mareer what Anancal poation we're in, Hopefully,™

S0 they take the kids o the beach or to Disneland, and vaca-
fion each summer ar the
Jersey shore with their
cxtended family, a5 they have
for 1o years (though they
rented a howse in Malibu for
ihe first time this summer
too), and their version of a
fun nght & sl somechimg as
HAEANCY 35 a cutthsoat BArTee
of Tahao, *If vou think Bay
has ¢ hanged,™ savs James,
=t look at thar S0 Cosin
watch he wears®

Oinly cheir faverite meal
has experienced a rrade-up,
with sushi r|'|'-|.=u.i|'|.rI pizea
as the food of choice, Ray
cluirns it was out of necesity,
nof pretense. = You can't get
good pizea here,” he says,
_|'.'~l:'r:|E!1.H.|'!' RANE, Wi "ve iar
o by thiz place, 1t's st like
Mew York," but it never s

The city of their bireh, it

seems, soll rugs. Anna savs

she misses Italian sausapes and
s, '.'.|'||||_' Ras |-:|I'||_||:. H'l_.l"'\-\. .'|||
the nighss spent running from
comedy ¢lub to comedy club,
daoing as many as seven sets an
EVCNINE, | was alwavs |".|'H.h:|'||_|"
being late, parking in front of
fire hvdrants, and then looking
ot at the crowd and wonder-
i, “Dhd 1 juse eell ehis bae o chis
avdience® " he says, smialing.
“To [HIRI Lo :"'a-l_'ll l'ii'lj.ll\..\j ||.'. !'.||'\1.|_'
CI he plays in his car], 1 miss
the hungry yeare" "

Bur ke's not complaining. “1
like it our here,”™ he says. “Juse
I:|I|_' |..'||,,I: !h.L[ W I.Jllll.[ i|.\,|'|.|_' L
dress four kids in boogs and
codts makes evervthing easier.”

And if ehar doesn’e call for
a "How do yvou sign off2™ noth-

ing does, m

“Wo're homebodies. il bk

o hang
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