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T T hile visitine Pancho Villa's Mexkean homse i the labe
"Bk, Rika Moreno had no idea she'd come home with

iclesis for remesdiding: ber Facitic Falissdes kitchien.
“It had a Noor 1 was CTazy absout,” says tha [ scar, I-.'-n:\-.'.
LaFaimhin % L and woslimme l'l'nltl:\l. WINNeT, & I'|_'A.I.|.!I o " The Coshy
Bl s oS, [Premenng this fall on NBC, "You know, the kind

with all the octagomal Hles—the tny ofnes. The conder of the oo

was all whate, with a Black- and elav-color odagonal bosdes ™
Kita described the kitchen to Los Angeles designer Mark
Eries, whio cormae up with & i1|.'|'| for aconBEmpOraTy foom with
1 -l— 19 radibomal Mexacan accents, Rita and her husband, Dy, Loonard
- Gordon, both loved the final design

Rita helped plan the room. “T'm a clipping maven. My huas-

Band goes crazy. He's always hearing me go . " she imdtades

-
) 1 (—. f IP[_]_ ther sowmd of ripping pages and mugs her hazsband ‘s TS PO
Fl, W > “Clan vonn do that in another room, plesse
Thix collected p-l'.r-r.'\-a helped Kita illustrate the feeling shie

wanied to achieve. "l showed Mark dosens of |'.|i|'\l'|"\lll'|:|:'\- all

L
very often divergent designs. | would shose him a |_r-'|‘!; .'l|51|1|n‘!;
“‘I I 3 1 with the tinfest detail in the comer amd =ay, ‘T like that'™

L Rita Moreno's California kitchen, like the
m actress herself, is a welcoming whirlwind
@ of brilliant colors and lively congeniality.

Rita Mecens, with sidebick Leland the g (right), loves o cook ethnic dishes in her hot:pink kitchen. She warted her kitchen islasd
{abawe) 1o loak Eke o pece of fine inlad fursitere. “When fumiture starts looking fumctional, it stops being personal,” says Rila.
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In the Kitchen with Rita!

twirpage magazine spread on Mexacan designer Luis

Barmagan's hot-pink poems was the mspiration for the

pink tile that surrounds the stove. “It's an impossible
color to find,” savs Rita, who scoured Los Angedes with Mark
berfore linding the lass batch of it at design stone La Framce, “I
call it Mesican pink becavse of all the bluse init,” Rita says.

Leonard says Rita's perfectionism and the search for her
jonged-for tiles cousied the project to drag on. “We were waash-
ing dishes im the bathroom sink for a year,” savs the former car-
divdogist, now a lighting designer. “T suggested a different tille,
bt whin Rita gets an idea in baer baad, there’s mo changing it.”

Rita laughs. “Yes, (e budget just went into the dumper on
this kitchen,” she says, But the sacrifice was worth it Often on
the road lecturing or performing, Rita says she can't wait bo get
back to her kitchen. “ At night, 1dim the overhead lights and pat
on all the tracer lights that run beneath the counters, It's truly
such a convivial place. [t almost has arms. You can actually feel
thi cmbrace as you walk in.”

Leland, the culinary pig perched on the island, has a similar
offect on Rita, She first encountered the almaet-huggable fgure
at a Bed and breakfast in Leland, Michigan. 1 don't nacmally
likee such things, but he just charmed me,” says Rita, chucking
ik prigz o e chin

Everything in Rita's kitchen has a practical purpose—even
Leland. He doubles as a maitre d° on party nights—his black-
board announces the specialties of the house.

Mark Enes lined paim-beal baskeds and suspended them from wooden frames {Jeft). A Rita's direction, the hitchen table (tag) has a pmksih
cact and is bulletpreafied agains! +1ains. Rita speads days decorating for guests, moving pieces arvend ntil she's hagpy with the amasge-
sl —the tangoing-rabbit beape!, & gift from danghler Fernanda, abways Lakes center stage in her teapol collection (abave).
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In the Kitchen with Rita!

vien with Mark and Rita ak the helm, the remodeling pro
coss had its share of design dilemmas. Fearing the
kitchen skylight would make the room too haot, Eita
weanbed it covered with louvered shades: the shadie mechanism
was 50 hoavy, the carpenter built an elevator bo install it
Thiz punchisd tin on the drawers and refrigerator came with
its owm set of problems. Kita didn’t Llike thie tin facing when it
arrived, so Mark bathed it in an acid to give it a pewter look.
But the counteriop tle worked as plannied. Before installing
the Clumy tile, Bita bested its seabed surface. ©1 had a samgde of
the stome Bere,” says Rita, “and for about two weeks 1 had red
wine, vinegar, lerson juice, and olive oil on it 1t just sat there
lesrleing disgusting, but it never gave me any trouble.”
The curved and open shelving throughout the kitchen
worked out just as well, The shelbves provide the perfect nesting
place for Rita’s collections. Daughter Fernanda, a self-taught

Wity imstalled & plafe rack artist and photographer who often dances on tour with Rita in
in 3 walkway bebween the Iver ~America” number from Wes! Side Sfory, gave her mom a
lasniry aad hitchen tangoing-rabhit teapot. “1 used o tango Fernanda all around the
{abave]. Tin refrigeratar Prorasee, Fromm thee Girme she was a litthe girl.” laoghs Hita. “S0owhen
daors were dipped in aod shr sanw this, shie had to buy it 1 just love ji!”
for a pewter look (rght), IF's been four years since Hwe kitchen was complebe and Kita
“1 think it's weaderful” says she's more in love with it now than she was then. “If 1
Rita describes oer kitchen, could mowve my bed in here, [ would,” she says with a grin
“becauss it still has the e T
w‘_‘f ill) W'H,_ ::;l.lll:l:'_::':r:'i:'l:l|"h|i|L1;.nb.m'rl|:H:l:”
il's conbemporary. Resource Guide Page 62
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